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Foreword

The past decade has seen a tremendous revival of the base metal industry in Africa, coupled
with an unprecedented increase in the prices of base metal commodities in the last couple of
years. The theme of the 4th Southern African Base Metal Conference, is therefore, ‘Africa’s

base metals resurgence’.

This conference will explore the contributions made by the mining and metallurgical
disciplines to the base metals industry in Africa. It will also investigate how the base metals
industry in Africa can capture the maximum potential from the increase in base metal prices
through research, innovative thinking, new ways of operating and project implementation.

The conference will also consider the influence of Europe’s REACH programme on the base
metal industry in Southern Africa.

The conference will include a technical visit to Rössing Mine (Uranium) and will be followed
by technical visits to Ongopolo (copper), Skorpion Mine (zinc) and Rosh Pinah Zinc Corporation
(zinc and lead).

The conference, to be held in Swakopmund, Namibia, also confirms the commitment of the
Southern African Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (SAIMM), to hosting a regular forum on base
metals in the Southern African region.

Swakopmund is an ideal conference venue for local and international mining and metallurgical
professionals to be exposed to the latest advances in exploration, resource evaluation, projects and
technological advances in Southern Africa’s base metal industry.

The organising committee is looking forward to your participation at the conference in 
July 2007.

Paul Fouche
Chairman

Organising Committee
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